
Welcome!



I Do Not Need a Debugger

● printf(), var_dump() and echo are good enough
● Xdebug: Open Source debugger for PHP
● It's about 4 years old
● Version 2 will be out "soonish"
● Even works on Windows



Installing Xdebug

With PEAR:
● pear install xdebug-beta

Without PEAR:
● wget http://xdebug.org/files/xdebug-2.0.0beta5.tgz
● tar -xvzf xdebug-2.0.0beta5.tgz
● cd xdebug-2.0.0beta5
● phpize
● ./configure
● make
● make install



Installing Xdebug

● in php.ini add: zend_extension=/full/path/to/xdebug.so
● Use zend_extension_ts for threaded compiles of PHP 

(Windows build f.e.)
● Use zend_extension_debug for debug builds of PHP



Installing Xdebug

● --enable-versioning prevent Xdebug from loading
● Zend's extensions (optimizer, debugger, cache) prohibit 

Xdebug (and other non-Zend zend-extensions) from 
loading



Protection

● Stack overflow in PHP
● Infinite recursion

Xdebug protects with:

xdebug.max_nesting_level=4



Help By Error Messages

... is kinda useles.

xdebug.collect_params=1 and xdebug.show_local_vars=1



Debugging With Request Variables

xdebug.dump.GET=*
xdebug.dump.POST=username,password

Also for: COOKIE, ENV, FILES, REQUEST, SERVER and 
SESSION



Pretty Printing Variables

&lt;?php
xdebug_var_dump();
?>



How Much Time Does It Take

<pre>
<?php
ini_set('include_path', '/home/httpd/ezcomponents/trunk');
require_once 'Base/src/base.php';

function __autoload( $className )
{
    ezcBase::autoload( $className );
}

$cfg = ezcConfigurationManager::getInstance();
$cfg->init( 'ezcConfigurationIniReader', dirname( __FILE__ ) . '/examples' );

echo "Time Index: ", xdebug_time_index(), "\n";
$pw = $cfg->getSetting( 'settings', 'db', 'password' );
echo "The password is <$pw>.\n";
echo "Time Index: ", xdebug_time_index(), "\n";
?>



How Much Memory Does It Use

<pre>
<?php
require 'ezc_mail_setup.php';
error_reporting(E_ALL);

$parser = new ezcMailParser();
$set = new ezcSingleFileSet( dirname(__FILE__).'/ezcmailtest.mail' );
echo "Memory: ", xdebug_memory_usage(), " bytes\n\n";

$mail = $parser->parseMail( $set );
foreach( $mail as $mailPart )
{
    echo "From: {$mailPart->from->email}\n";
    echo "Subject: {$mailPart->subject}\n";
}
unset( $mail );

echo "\nMaximum Memory: ", xdebug_peak_memory_usage(), " bytes\n";
?>



Execution trace

Available settings:

xdebug.auto_trace=1
xdebug.trace_output_dir=/tmp
xdebug.collect_params=1
xdebug.collect_return=1
xdebug.trace_options=1



What Code Do I Use

Available functions:

xdebug_start_code_coverage();
xdebug_get_code_coverage();
xdebug_stop_code_coverate();



How Many Functions

<?php
echo xdebug_get_function_count();
?>

<?php
echo xdebug_get_function_count();
?>



Profiling

xdebug.profiler_enable=1         ; enable profiler
xdebug.profile_output_dir=/tmp    ; output directory
xdebug.profile_output_name=crc32 ; file extension



Profiling

● Call graph
● Area shows time spend
● Stacked to show callees



Analyzing Running Scripts

● DBGp, common Debugging protocol
● Cross-language: PHP, Python, Perl...
● Supported in Xdebug 2
● Clients: Komodo, Maguma Workbench, TruStudio (PHP 

Eclipse Plugin) and many other smaller ones

Let's demo this...



Resources

Xdebug site: http://xdebug.org
DBGp specification: http://xdebug.org/docs-dbgp.php
Questions?: derick@xdebug.org


